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April 8: Police reported the capture of Jairo Rodrigo Rodriguez, alleged leader of the Medellin drug
traffickers' hit squads.
April 11: A car bomb exploded on a highway between Medellin and Itagui, in Itagui municipality, 20
km. south of Medellin. The bomb was set to go off by remote control when a police truck carrying 20
anti-drug police passed by. Eight of the police and five civilians were killed immediately. Another
three civilians died later in at local hospitals. In a later report, AP quoted police sources who said 73
people were injured in the explosion. Local news media reported over 100 injured.
[According to Notimex, by April 15, another four had died from injuries sustained in the blast.]
Police said the blast destroyed 11 vehicles, including the police truck, and heavily damaged
buildings within a 300-meter radius. Officials said the explosion brought the toll of police killed by
the Medellin drug ring to 28 in the past two weeks. Prior to the bombing, Cardinal Alfonso Lopez,
head of the Colombian Episcopal Conference, called on the drug traffickers to end the attacks: "The
drug lords should demonstrate to the nation's families the respect that they demand for themselves,
their own families and their followers." After Patriotic Union (UP) presidential candidate Bernardo
Jaramillo Ossa was assassinated March 22 by a young "sicario" (paid gunman), 13 young hit men
have died in the course of assassinating 18 policemen.
April 14: Police reported the discovery of nine corpses in two common graves, located on ranches in
Cordoba department. The two ranches are owned by persons serving as frontmen for Fidel Castano,
described as the Medellin drug ring's military leader. Local news reports said the nine victims had
been tortured and shot to death.
April 15: On a road linking San Juan de Arama and Vista Hermosa, two persons were killed and
three injured when an explosive device was detonated on passage of two vehicles. One of the
vehicles was carrying San Juan de Arama leftist mayor Elsa Betancur. Rightist paramilitary squads
and the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) guerrillas are known to operate in the
area. The Colombian army has offered $211,000 to persons facilitating the capture of former Spanish
priest, leader of the National Liberation Army (ELN). Spanish citizen Pablo Martin Berrocal,
kidnapped by presumed ELN rebels eight months ago, was released in Quito, Ecuador.
The army is also offering monetary rewards for person providing information toward the capture
of ELN military leader, Colombian Nicolas Rodriguez Bautista. In Bogota, Catholic priest Rafael
Garcia Herreros called for an end to the government's extradition policy, and called for "dialogue"
with the drug traffickers to resolve the national crisis, and the rising crime wave. A senior official,
who requested anonymity, told AP that the government must return millions of dollars worth of
properties seized from alleged drug traffickers, result of a Supreme Court ruling that overturned the
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government's confiscation order. He said judges have already returned 33 of the 430 farms, houses
and other properties worth at least $23 million
The official said, "Some judges are already taking bribes from people who want their farms back.
Those judges who resist will almost certainly be killed...I think this may mean the war against
traffickers is lost." According to President Virgilio Barco's decree, a federal court was to determine
the final status of the properties. Owners were to present themselves before the court and prove
they had no ties to drug trafficking in order to recover their possessions. However, the Supreme
Court late last year shifted the burden of proof to the administration, ruling that no property can be
permanently seized unless the owner has been found guilty of a crime. (Basic data from Notimex,
04/11/90, 04/15/90; AFP, 04/11/90; Xinhua, 04/09/90, 04/15/90; AP, 04/11/90, 04/15/90)
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